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Just before Mattan Torah, dll of the Jewish people gathered around Har Sinai. The mountain was surrounded by fire, and a heavenly
cloud settled on top. The entire world came to a halt as the sound of the shofar was heard, thunder roared and lightning flashed in the
background.

In the Talmud and in the Midrash, our Sages tell us more about what happened then. Rabbi Akiva tells us that the Jewish people could
actudlly 'see the thunder and hear the lightning.”

Why does Rabbi Akiva tell us this?

Many other miracles took place at that time: All the birds stopped chirping precisely at the moment the Torah was given, flowers and
fruit-bearing trees sprouted forth from the desert mountain, and most important - the Jewish people actually heard HaShem tell them the
Ten Commandments. Is Rabbi Akiva just adding another miracle?

No. Rabbi Akiva is teaching us something very important. He is teaching us is how a Jew should look at the Torah and the world around
him.

We usudlly see physical things, but not ideas or thoughts. Yet our ears can listen to ideas - even deep and holy thoughts about
HaShem.

The Torah guides a Jew to gaze deeper info the things which appear before his eyes and to look for the things which his ears have
heard about. HaShem hides His holiness in the things around us. Even though we cannot see it, it is still there. It is our job to look deeper,
to find that holiness, and to revedl it. Every mitzvah which we perform helps us reveal that hidden holiness.

For example, a delicious red apple. The Korean grocer says, 'Its color is so red, its shape is perfect and it tastes delicious!" He sees
the apple as a nice, tasty fruit. But a Jew who makes a berachah on the apple is looking at more than just a fruit. He sees the blessing of
HaoShem, and thanks Him for making the fruit grow.

This is what Rabbi Akiva meant when he said that the Jews could see what is heard - that the Torah makes it possible for us to look
deeper and see the holiness in the world around us.

In his own life, Rabbi Akiva set an example of how to look deeper than what our eyes can see. He once accompanied a group of Sages
who passed the site of the Beis HaMikdash after it was destroyed. Suddenly, a fox darted out from the rubble. Spotting the fox, the
sages burst out in tears.

"How terrible! Look what has happened to our holy place!” they cried.

But Rabbi Akiva did not cry; instead the Sages saw him smiling. "How can you possibly be happy while seeing this destruction?’ they
asked him in wonder.

‘I am happy because | am looking beyond what my eyes see,” replied Rabbi Akiva. "Just as HaShem carried out His warnings to destroy
the city, He will also fulfill His promise to rebuild the Bels HaMikdash. The destroyed Bels HaMlikdash helps me see the rebuilt city of
Yerushalayim and hear the sounds of geulah approaching.”

From Flease Tell Me \What the Rebbe Said( Adapted from Likkutel Sichos, \'ol. \l, Parshas Yisro)

; THE ONLY DifFERENCE BETWEEN MY PARTNER aND Me iS wHaT.
Rabbi M. shemtov

WHaAT aMm 1?
Rivky Lokshin
Dabmsby Pink Please send your answers to connections@shluchim.org
Aydla Vechter
Z: B ! EZE 5 g 5 . .

Last weeks’ braip buster:
If you take away 10 of me, you will have something speeial for Shabbos.
Answer: if you take away the > from 90 ©9, you have 40!
Congratulations to Menachem Mendel Altein, from Winnipe, Canada, for solving the brain buster.

Rabbi Y. Deren
Rabbi 0. Golowan
Rabbi Y. Greenberg
Rabbi B. Levertov

Rabbi A. Lipsey
Ms. G. Junik
Rabbi L. Zirkind
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Hey Kids,

Have you ever seen googly eyes on a puppet or toy clown!
It's a set of eyeballs that spin in circles, and they usually belong
to toys rather than humans. I'm a professional Seeing Professor
and | learned in my Special Specialized Spectacle School that
humans cannot have googly eyes. I've seen all kinds of eyes:
green eyes and black eyes, red eye and pink eye, eyes that are cold
or warm, old or young, and sad or happy, but I've never seen a
human with googly eyes. Last week, however, as sure as my
name is Dr. Getzel from lowa, | actually did see a human with
googly eyes!

And it wasn't just anyone whose eyes were spinning in cir-
cles; it was the plump pilot of flight 1341 flying United from lowa
International Airport to JFICin New York. It happened like this:
Last night (Wednesday), | happened to see many ladies wearing
high heels and short earrings and many girls wearing small bags
and big smiles, going to the airport. | asked them where they
were going and they told me they were on their way to the annual
Chof-Beis Shevat convention in New York for Shluchos.

They didn't know if | was invited, but | decided to come
along anyway. As we boarded flight 1341 United from lowa to
JEK, the plump pilot [ooked a bit confused. He asked me where
so many happy gitls and ladies were going, and | knew it was
going to be hard to explain a Shluchos Convention to a plump,
and mostly bald, pilot of a United flight. | scratched my head,
which thankfully is not bald, and began to explain.

Shluchim and Shluchos are messengers from the Rebbe who
have the job of reaching out and touching every Jew. | asked him
if he was good with numbers, and he began scratching his head
too.

- There are about 1,300 Shluchim who go to the convention every
year

- There are about 1,000 Shluchos who come to the convention
every year

- Today are about 4,000 couples on Shlichus throughout the
world

- There are over 2,000 mosdos (i.e. schools, camps, Chabad
Houses and Mikvahs). . .

- There are about 15,000 children of Shluchim who help their par-
ents

The pilot's eyes started spinning as | was rattling off the
numbers. | never saw eyes like that; they were downright googly,
like a puppet or a toy. “If there are so many kids and mothers and
fathers in so many countries and cities and states,” he asked,
“how many Jews do you think they touched all together?”

Hard question. How many Jews have been affected by all
the kids, mothers, and fathers together! For sure more than a
thousand, more than a million, more than a trillion, more than an
octillion—it must be a GOOGOL (!) Jews who have been
touched by the Rebbe's many messengers.

Googol is the highest number we know of. It looks like this in
scientific notation: 1000000000000000000000000
When | told him that number, | saw his eyes going really googly.
“Oh golly, golly,” he said, “If these people are reaching a GOO-
GOL of Jews, I'll fly them to New York for free.”

And | missed the flight. But I'm sure you are going to have a
great flight with a plump pilot, who is bald, and whose eyes have
gone googly thinking of how many Jews you kids and your par-
ents have affected. Sometimes you wonder if your little Mivtza
in your little city means anything, but now you know the BIG
PICTURE—together we are reaching a GOOGOL of Jews.

Fave a go0d trip.
Dn Getzel

ReBBETZiN cha¥a MUSKKS

IRDVIRDY RPVID DN "8 was borp iy the Russian
eity of Babinoviteh, near the town of Lubaviteh, op IIR H2 ip 1901.
She was the seeond daughter of the *33  IYP*IIN’IY and his wife,
APT APNY 82N Sehneersohn. from her earliest years, she
absorbed the purity and holiness that surrounded her, in the house of her
grandfather and her father.

0p Y XY she married the Rebbe, i Uarsaw, Poland.

The Y83 passed away op Wedpesday N“HPYN ©0IW 3D
after a short illpess. Shortly before she passed away, NN 833
RPVYD asked for a glass of water. ffter saying the NI,
TN N D0 she returned her MW to D Ip a

farewell to a true queen, the MY was attended by fifteen thousand
people, led by ap offieial poliee motoreade.

In the years after she passed away, hundreds of Lubaviteh ipstitu-
tiops around the world have been established in honor of her memary,

many mikva'os bear her name apd numerous publieations are also
dedieated to her memory.

There are also many girls around the world who have the NIJT to
have RPVAD DN 1*$3’s name.

KIDS SPEAK

Waeze Youns Suwucaim Tae asour theim Swuichus

CHaya MuSHKa FreuNdLicH, age 8
BeiyiNg, CHiNa

My name is Chaya Mushka Freundlich and | am a
Ohlucha in Beijing, China.

When | was at home my mother said: “We are
going to America soon and we are going to be there
for a long time, but we are also going to be there
around Arizona Camp time. Would you like to go?” so
| said: “l will think about it.” The next day, | said to
my mother: “OK | will go to camp in Arizona.”

When we came to America, my parents put me on
the plane with two counselors Rochel and Leah, with
lots of kisses and good byes. | went to camp. When |
came to camp, my first impression was “It's going to
be fun!”

The whole time | was in Arizona camp, | had lots
of fun. We played games, went on field trips and even
got to hear a story from the Rebbe’s personal Doctor.
When | left camp, | cried a lot.

And | was right, it was going to be fun!

IF ANY OF YOU YALDEI HASHLLICHIM WORLDWIDE HAVE
THOLUIGHTS ABOUT THE YLID SHEVAT FARBRENGEN, THE KINLUS$
OR EVEN A SHORT PARAGRAPH ABOLIT YOUIR SHLICHUS, PLEASE
E-MAIL IT TO U$ AT CONNECTIONS @SHLLICHIM.ORG WITH YOUR
NAME, DATE AND LOCATION AND WE WILL INCLUDE IT IN A
FUTLIRE EDITION OF “CONNECTIONS”.

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of the Shluchim Office
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For the first 0¥ IN? of RPN 711 1’¥'29,in
L W N, the Rebbe asked that a D13°3 should be started for
the MM, Thet year, 4O© MM from around the
world joined the Kinus. In honor of the Kinus the Rebbe gave
over d special Sicha. Only Shluchos and their babies were
allowed into the main shul of 77O to hear. The Rebbe spoke
about being BeSimcha, about being a Shlucha and making our
house into a P WIAPN.
This year, 1“OW 1N, over 160OO MY ave expected to
come to the D12°D from over © countries all over the world.
\n'aial~mb)
This week’s 12D includes the M1 NAWY. Our
311 is to stand duving the IR and to face towards the

A Lesson Erom NP2 BT 19899's Name and BYYSNY

“n°n” means "life." The Rebbetzin's life was filled
with MXM and acts of goodness and Kindness.

"NpYM'' means “perfume” in a ditferent language. Qur
DM explain that the sense of smell brings pleasure to cur
nmes.

VAV %9 is the day of the D‘]"X27 yartzeit. The number
22 hiints to the 22 letters of the ‘2—*N. Qur DT explain
that ‘N reated the world using these letters. The ‘2N is «
way that Hashem's N1 gives life t6 the YPY TN world.

From the D127 name and from the date of her BMXR?
we an take a lesson for curselves and our lives. We sheuld fill
our days with acts 6f goedness, Kindness, that spread and
penetrate even the lowest parts of this world.

With each T'N werking toward this end, we will seon see
that NP truly fills this woerld with the revelation of MWNH

1910 90D, and the INOWH 9N now!
" ARDTOUA BARSHA PXPERT?
The Guarantee

While Y732 were busy with their preparations for i1 701, WD himself went up the mountain.

There “f said to him:

"Gather dll the people, but first speak to the women, so that they should hear and appreciate My teachings. And when My
words have entered their hearts, they will help their husbands to train their children in the way of My Torah.

“And then, T, when you have finished speaking to the Women, you will turn to the Men and teach them all T have told you.

Not one thing must you leave out from all T have said!”

I then descended from the mountain and spoke to dll of Y32, exactly as A had commanded him to do.

When T2 had finished speaking, they dll called out together:
“All that *n has told us PRV I VY3

Then “f asked what they had to offer as a quarantee that they would Keep their word? For unless they offered *n
guarantors that He would be satisfied with, He would not give them the [T

”Our holy N12NR- ON2N, PriXy & 2P, will be our guarantors!” replied the people.

But “n wasn't satisfied with the NAN as guarantors.
Y7332 considered for a while and then said to *f:

"WIll You accept our children who will be born to us as quarantors, to assure You that we intend to Keep Your [T1N?”
"Your children are indeed the best guarantee that you can offer, and I gladly accept them as your pledge of trust!”
“We faithfully promise to study the FT7IN and teach the [TIN to our children, so that they in turn can teach their children,

and so on, forever.”

“Your words please Me very much,” answered . “And now I can give you the F1IIN."

(Adapted from chabadonline.com)

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of the Shluchim Office
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StoRic8 oF REBBETZiN cha¥a NINSKINS
ReaLLY Fe6L FOR The 01hGR PGRSON
The Friday night before she passed away was a bitterly cold night. During a conversation with her visitor, the y$33
mentioned, "When I think that you have to go out [to go home], I become cold."
We should care so much about other people that we feel for them and even anticipate their discomfort. We can accom-
plish this by putting our own considerations aside, as the y¥>y did on this night when she was already very sick, and
focusing entirely on the other person.

The iNiPoRT3NCE oF RUNIILITY

One year, in honor of her birthday, the 1“an >vy Organization sent the y¥33 a beautiful bouquet of flowers. Together
with the bouquet was an envelope that contained a list of names of people who were in need of a n333. The intention was
that the list be given to the Rebbe.

The person who accepted the bouquet gave it to the y$34 and submitted the envelope to the 33. The *37 looked at the
envelope, upon which the v‘y°$37 name had been written, and asked why it was not given to the y'$33. The person explained
that it contained a list of names of people who were in need of a 8>33. The "3y responded, "Nu, she can also vo)y> them!"

But when the y$37 communicated an answer from the Rebbe, she would always convey it word for word, saying, "This
was the exact answer." She refused to ever add an explanation but only repeated the v*3y words exactly.

No matter our own greatness or importance, our own abilities or position of power, being humble is an important
character trait.

In the n>t of the y$>3, may we immediately be privileged to see the conclusion of the coming of nvy» now!

cdRiNe FOR 6VGRY JeW

This story was told by Chessed Halberstam who worked for Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka for 18 years and was also her driver.

The Rebbe asked Chessed to make sure that the Rebbetzin got some fresh air every day. Chessed and the Rebbetzin would usually
drive out to a park in Long Island. One day, as they were driving, they saw that one of the streets they usually drove along was
closed and they had to take a detour along a different street. As they were driving along that street, they suddenly heard the sounds
of a woman screaming in Russian. At the next traffic light, the Rebbetzin asked Chessed “I heard a woman screaming; can you go
back and see what that was about?"

They drove back to the beginning of the street. There they saw a woman standing on the curb and crying, while near her movers
were carrying furniture and household items from a house and loading them on to a truck. Near the truck stood an official looking
man holding a clipboard. Chessed parked the car and went to ask the official what was going on. The official explained that the
woman hadn’t paid her rent for many months so she was now being evicted from her home.

When Chessed told the Rebbetzin all this, she asked him to go back and inquire from the official how much the woman owed and
she also asked him not to say anything to the family being evicted. Chessed didn’t understand why the Rebbetzin wanted him to do
this, but he did exactly what she asked.. The sum that the family owed was approximately $6,700. The official said that if he re-
ceived the payment, his men would carry everything back into the house. When Chessed informed the Rebbitzin of the details, she
took out her checkbook and, to his amazement, wrote out a check for the full amount, and asked him to give it to the official.

With an amazed look on his face the official instructed his workers to take everything back into the house. The Rebbitzin immedi-
ately urged Chessed to quickly drive away, before the woman realized what had happened.

Chessed was completely amazed at what he had seen and later, when they were in the park, he could not hold back his curiosity
anymore and asked the Rebbetzin what had prompted her to give such a large sum of money to a total stranger?

"Do you really want to know?" asked the Rebbetzin.

"Yes, I do," he replied.

"Then I'll tell you," she said. "Once, when I was a young girl, my father (the Frierdiker Rebbe) took me for a walk in the park. He
sat me down on a bench and started to tell me about the idea of hashgachah peratis. Every time -- said my father -- when something
causes us to change from our normal routine, there is a reason for this; every time we see something unusual, there is a purpose in
why we've been shown this sight.

"Today," continued the Rebbetzin, "when I saw the 'Detour' sign instructing us to change from our regular route, I remembered my
father's words and immediately thought to myself: Every day we drive by this street; suddenly, the street's closed off and we're sent to
a different street. What is the purpose of this? How is this connected to me? Then I heard the sound of a woman crying and scream-
ing. I realized that we have been sent along this route for a purpose.”

n’s Did you come to New York for the Kinus?
Please e-mail me at connections@shluchim.org
and tell me all about it.
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» Level 1: Ages 5-8 &
Kids! Fill out the answers to the puzzle below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221- 0985 or e-mail it to 7
connections@shluchim.org no later than Wednesday, February 2nd, vaw »“s. n
1. When is Rebbetzin Cl/\aya Mushka’s bm’rlx\daye &
2. What is her fa’rlx\ev* s name? &
Z
3. What is her mother’s name? i
4. What are Rebbetzin Cl/\aya Mushka’s sister’s names? 1. 2, A
Where did the Rebbe and Rebbetzin 9e’r married? W
6. What posuk fv*om Tehillim applles to the Rebbetzin? V4
7. Who are the Rebbetzin’s ‘children’? L
8. What year was the fl rst Kinus Hashluchos in¢ Z
9 WI/\OA‘I’ CIO\Y OAI/\CI YEO\V‘ Cl Cl Rebbefzm C'/\O\YOA MU\S'/\kO\ PO\SS O\WO\Y2 /////
Help Chanie go to Crown Heights for the mmbwn ewa: -
7
| [ .
L | /
| | L Z
® | [ _ _‘l_‘ Q2
: 7
il I
» I ’_1 | _ Z
4 | | ]
— ] - 7
- 7
V4 I
T — 1= -
i/ [ | —_ »
Z ] | | .
i/ | »
- [ I I %
el
- 7
i/
» Name: Age: <
» Address: »
» City: State: Zip: &
» Phone: e-mail: 7/
» Last week’s winners:Devorah Leah Goldman, 6, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma <
» & MendellLevertov, 8, Sante Fe, NM M
7
< Gooc Luck! .
Uggsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss s\
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Level 2: Ages 9-12 7

Kids! Fill out the answers to the puzzle below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221- 0985 or e-mail it to  j)
connections@shluchim.org no later than Wednesday, February 2nd, vaw »*s. Vi

% 1. Where was Rebbetzin Cl/\aya Mushka born? &

/4

nz, I
.{.:"
ﬁ:
‘d;
pal | |
~8F
=3
-
nir
~iF
wir
| )

. Who decided what her name should be? Vi
3. How did Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka tell the Rebbe (her Choson) that her father was being arrested? Y/
Z/
Z/
/4
7/

7. What Posuk did the Rebbe use to v*efer to the Rebbetzin aﬁer she passecl away? 7/
/g

4. What date and year did the Rebbetzin marry the Rebbe?
5. What was the last mitzvah that the Rebbetzin did?
6. What's the name of the tzedakah fw/\cl that was established in the Rebbetzin’s W\EW\OV‘Y?

p S 1ol el n| vy |n|lt|>]|3|R| %

Vg 140 [ 120 | 120 | NO | 100 | 90 [ &0 | 70 | €O | 20 | 40 | 20 | 20 | 10 /Z
Z

. plwo ey |3|a|a|y|v|1]|J)|o0D .
/4

) 270 | 260 | 250 | 240 250|220 | 210 200|190 | 180 | 170 | 100 | 190 Z
3 1 »
/4 50 140 100 160 200 120 130 140 20 2 50 0 60 20 110 130 110 »
& How is this connected to the Rebbetzin? -
/4 2 -
///// [ ]

» 80 140 260 270 9 2 260 2 110 1)
» Howis this connecied to the Rebbetzin? z
- 60 20 130 130 10 170 270 100 100 80 50 60 o 7
/4

Y How is this counected to the Rebbetzin? L
» 7
/4 4. g
Y/ 2710 60 80 60 130 260 50 180 60 160 100 110 M

g

2/ How is this connected to the Rebbetzin?
1)

/4

Name: Age: g
& Address: ? »
& City: State: Zip: -
/) Phone: e-mail:
Vi Last week’s winners:Brochie Matusof, 10, Calgary, Alberta -
W4 & Chanale Landg, 10, Thornhill, Canada -

/4
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