PARSHAS TzAV Connectin 2 Tzei r ei ﬂashl“chim around the World! VOLUME 1

PURIM—YUD DALED ADAR 2 5765 ISSUE 25

e\ Vishiinsvioomandsouatmil p'_‘x%.@w@@ul-
PARSHAS TZAV w LIVE 2,

"Gershon, please come see me during lunch break after you finish eating," Rabbi Rothman said. "I'd like to speak to
you."

Gershon wondered what his teacher wanted. So did the other boys in the class. Gershon was one of the best students
in the fifth grade. He was a serious pupil and a nice boy. Everyone liked him.

Gershon hurried through his lunch and got permission to bentsch early. He met Rabbi Rothman in the teachers' room.

"l don't want to take up all of your recess time," began Rabbi Rothman, "so I'll get straight to the point. It's about the
test in mishnayos that you will be having next week.

"l started studying already,” Gershon told his teacher. "l want to make sure | really know the mishnayos well."

"Good for you, Gershon," Rabbi Rothman complimented him. "I know you're a studious boy, and that's just why |
asked to see you. | would like you to study with Levi and help him prepare for the test.”

Gershon could not hold back a frown. Levi was a fun boy to be with, but he wasn't a serious learner. Gershon often
helped him with homework, and it always took twice as long as it would have taken him to do it himself. Gershon felt
uncomfortable. He found it hard to tell his teacher that he didn't want to do as he was asked.

"l could learn much better on my own," he finally said quietly.

"l know, Gershon," said Rabbi Rothman with a smile. "As a matter of fact, | can guess the mark you'll get even before
you take the test. You are high on the list of fifth graders who make me very proud. But we have to think about the oth-
ers who are not part of this group. In fact, this week's parshah tells us why."

In Parshas Tzav, the Torah teaches us dinim about the korbanos and the mizbe’ach upon which they were offered.
There is one particular din that Rashi learns from the pessukim that | want to talk about. Rashi tells us that the menorah
was lit from the fire that was constantly burning on the mizbe’ach hanechoshes, the mizbe’ach made of copper.

"But Rabbi Rothman," asked Gershon, "the menorah stood inside the Kodesh right next to the mizbe'ach hazahov, the
mizbe’ach made of gold. Why should the kohain have had to go out to the court where mizbe’ach hanechoshes stood
and take the fire from there? It would have been much easier for him to light the fire inside the Kodesh."

"That's just the point, Gershon," Rabbi Rothman replied. "A person who is a Torah scholar is like a menorah. From
where does the menorah get its light? That light comes from the mizbe’ach hanechoshes which stood outside. It is the act
of going out beyond his own group - reaching out to others who are outside - that gives a 'menorah Jew' the light to shine
brightly."

‘Please Tell Me What the Rebbe Said’ (Adapted from Likkutei Sichos, Vol. XVII)
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Hi there all you Queen Esthers, clowns, and Mor-
dechais. | was very busy this Purim traveling to see Purim
parties all around the world. | saw some excellent cos-
tumes. You kids were so well disguised that | couldn’t
even tell the difference between Mordechai and Haman! If
you are a really good detective, you might have spied me
hiding in the corner and watching all of the wonderful
things that you were doing. | just love watching kid-
shluchim helping their parents and teaching their friends.

Lots of Purim parties that | visited had popcorn on the
tables. Have you ever seen popcorn being made! It pops so
high and so fast that it looks like Chassidim dancing at a
Farbrengen. 1’ve seen popcorn popping in bowls many
times, but this Purim was the first time | saw popcorn
popping on someone’s face! I'm a professional at seeing so
| notice lots of things that other folks don’t see. My spe-
cialty is seeing the un-seen and noticing the un-noticed. |
take after my Zaidy Zelig. He had such good eyesight
that he could see the inside of his eyelids with his eyes
closed! As a chossid, | [ike to share everything that | know
with others. That’s why | became an eye doctor. Being an
eye doctor lets me help other people see things, too. And
that brings me to the story | want to tell you.

Remember all those supermarket shoppers who | in-
vited to my house for a grand Purim bash? One of them
was a little curly-haired girl with big, round glasses and
fifey-five freckles on her face. Every time Haman’s name
was mentioned in the megillah, | noticed that her freckles
would bounce all over her face like popcorn popping.

After megillah reading, she approached me and asked if
| knew why her freckles were so jumpy. | told her that they
were trying to fight Haman. The freckled-faced girl
looked nervously around her. ] don’t see Haman! Where
is hel” she asked in a frightened voice as her fifty-five
freckles jumped faster and faster.

| calmed her and her freckles down and explained that
she couldn’t see him but she could hear him. That was
because she had a mini-Haman inside, talking to her.

We all have a mini-Haman living inside of us. As you
can imagine, since the Purim story happened so long ago,
mini-Haman is a really old, grumpy man by now. All he
likes to do is sit around on his rocking chair, make mean
faces, and stop us from doing what needs to get done. He
hates when Jewish children take action and do mitzvos.
Every time we get excited about doing a mitzvah he tells
us, “Don’t bother getting up, stay here and keep me com-
pany instead.”

But we can’t let grumpy, old Haman win. We need to
copy those fifty-five freckles- and take action. Whenever a
mitzvah comes our way we need to jump up like popcorn

and do it with chayus and a smile. As kid--shluchim
you always need to set the right example for your
friends. When they see how excited you are about do-
ing mitzvos, they’ll want to do them too. Before you
know it, the whole world will be jumping and popping
with mitzvos!

KKeep popping mitzvos!

Dr. Getsel

KIDS SPEAK

Wiere Youne Snuuchim Tawe asour ther Seuichus

FLL3 SteiNmetz dge 7
_§arasota, FLopida

My name is Ella Steinmetz from Sarasota, Florida.
I am 7 yeadrs old and my mommy home-schools me.
We learn Parsha every Wednesday and Thursday, and
for me I like this the best, because it's like listening to a
story. I am proud of myself because my Kesiva has
improved. We dlso learn Yiddish and Hebrew and it's
fun being able to speak in Hebrew and Yiddish. One of
my favorite dactivities is to help in the preschool that my
mother runs. My mother and father dlso run a Hebrew
school, and I help by being a Dugma Chaya to all the
children in my class. (Even though I Know everything
they learn, T go to Hebrew school so that I should have
time to be with friends my age) In my free time I play
Yiddishe songs on the piano, and dlso enjoy art. I hope
that one day my art teacher will teach me to draw a
picture of the Rebbe.  In my free time I enjoy playing
legos and helping with my younger brothers. I have 2
brothers learning in New York. I have one sister learn-
ing in Chicago, and my oldest brother in Detroit. I can't
wait until Tll be able to join my brothers who learn in
New YorK. One of my favorite parts of my Shlichus is
inviting guests and friends after Shul to our home for a
Shabbos medl. 1 like to help my mommy and tatty pre-
pare for Shabbos by helping with the cooking and clean-
ing. I like having company on Shabbos, and I am sure
that they are proud of the D'var Torah that I say. I am
very proud to be a Shlucha of the Rebbe and help to
bring the Ge'ulah.

HEY KIDS$!
SEND U$ A REPORT ABOUT YOLIR SHLICHUS AND WE WILL IY”H
PUBLISH IT IN OUR FUTURE CONNECTIONS!

E-MAIL U$ AT CONNECTIONS@SHLLICHIM.ORG
PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME, AGE AND LOCATION OF SHLICHUS.
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Ta'anis Esther Checklist: - Thursday,

[l

[] We fast on 91X 3, to remember of the fast of »a49m, 900N, and all the YN,
[ remembered to give 3 Ypwn m8nn — half-coins — to NP8 before nnmn.

It is a tradition to give three half-dollar coins to NP8 to commemorate the Ypwn nvsnn that each
Jew gave as his share in the /3399 in the time of the w1pnn n%a. This »nm is usually done in shul

every word.

Purim day.

mm and to give it to at least 3 people.)

L] 1 gave mam mbvwn— food gifts — that have at least 2 different ready-to-eat foods —
to at least one of my friends. Boys give to boys and girls give to girls. (The Minhag Beis
HaRav - The Minhag of the Rabbeim- was to include both food and drink in the mbwn

[]latea special Purim nyv with my family — | made it very lebedig.
[] | remembered to say ©>0%30 Y8 in 79wy NIV and Bentching.

Purim Checklist:- Friday, 918 49— March 25, 2005

— [] | listened to every word of the N9 on Thursday night, and banged my gragger
N~ when | heard Haman’s name being mentioned.

[] Ilistened to the N9’y on Friday, | made sure to listen very quietly and | heard

[] I remembered to give oyany mnn — np1s — to at least two poor people during
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Just like in the time of the Purim story, ‘7T made a D and the [ 'R were saved at the last minute, throughout Jewish

history, many Jewish communities have been saved by a D). To remember this, the community would celebrate a ‘Purim’
every year on that day. Here are a few stories of different ‘Purims’ of communities around the world.

Purim of Saragossa
The Purim of Saragossa was established in the year 1440, (565 years ago). In the city of Saragossa, Spain, the Jews were ordered to
appear at a public reception honoring the King with dll of the MM 7DD of the community. The TR who lived in Spain were Sefardim

who have big fancy cases for their TN *790.

The rabbis of the community decided that it would be safer to remove the Torahs from their cases, and were sure that the King would
never Know the difference.

Unfortunately, there was a man in the community named Marcos who was a troublemaker. He went to the authorities and told them
about the rabbis’ plan, and said that they planned this because they don't like the King.

The King was furious about this and at the reception he ordered the Jews to open the cases at once. The [ TR were terrified, they
Knew that the punishment for disobeying the King would be very big, but they had no choice so they opened the cases. They were completely
amazed and dumbfounded when they saw that dll of the cases contained 11 9D

What they didn't Know was that the night before, the WY of the 5% had a dream in which %237 P98 appedred to him and
ordered him to replace the TN Y780 in their cases. The dream was so real that the WY did as he was instructed, but he had no time
to tell the rabbis what he did.

The King saw that the Jews were innocent. He ordered that Marcos be punished severely. To remember the D), the rabbis established
a special Purim that would be celebrated on YW MY & 19,

Purim of Rhodes

[n 1840 (165 years ago) a blood libel was brought against the Jewish community on the island of Rhodes. (A
blood libel was something the Goyim used o bring against the Hidden. They would say that the Yidden killed a
Goyishe child and used the blood to make Matzah. OFf course we know that this cant be true because Matzah only
has flowr and water in it and we are careful never to eat any blood. We even check eqgs carefully to make sure that
there is no blood spots in it. But unfortunately, the Goyim would bring a blood libel often and many times, terrible
things happened to the Yidden because of it.)

The governor of the island arrvested the leaders of the community and said that they should be killed. But the
child Cthat the Goyim said was killed by the Yidden) was found alive and well. The leaders were veleased.

On IR 79, the Turkish sultan, Abed Flmagid, issued a voyal decree that the Yidden would keep, stating that

the blood libel is not true. From that day on, the Jews of Rhodes celebrated a double Purim to vemember that story.
Purim of Chios

This Purim, known as "Purim de la Senora’ (the "Purim of the woman of honor"), remembers when a Jewish
wTornqn spoiled the plans of the Spanish navy (part of the army that fights with ships) andsaved her commu-
nity.

In the year 1595 (UI0 years ago), the Greek island of Chios was surrounded by the Spanish navy led by
King Ferdinand of Spain.

A Jewish woman who lived in a house joining onto the local fortress went out early in the morning to the
big outdoor oven to bake bread for her family.

Sparks from her coal fire accidentally lit the storeroom of ammunition which was in the nearby fortress,
causing a frightening explosion,

The Spanish navy which was anchored nearby quickly sailed away in terror, and this saved the Jewish
community from the Inquisition which the Spaniards always established in the countries they captured.

(The Inquisition was started in Spain after all the Yidden were expelled from the country. Many Yidden
didn’t want to leave because they had owned lots of land and all other reasons, so they pretended to be-
come Goyim but secretly did the Mitzvos and learned Torah. The Inquisition would send spies to watch
these Yidden - called Marranos - and see if they were keeping any of the Mitzvos. Even if a family only
cleaned their house on Friday, the Inquisition would arrest them and do very bad things to them. The Inqui-
sition was in Spain and in any country that Spain captured)

(Adapted from the L’chaim Weekly)
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Sl glgn Sheet

Kids! Fill out the fun sheet below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221— 0985 or e-mail it to
connections @shluchim.org no later than Wednesday, March 30th, ‘a 918 0%,

mp|H|N|E|P|A|[U]|R Poem
By: Nechomale Gordon, age 11, London, England
A §-myﬁng at the arrow, R Purim is on a very short day this year,

But does that mean that the Megillah some people will not hear?
On Purim this year rush we must,

write down every other

G T . :
. . But for others, not to have a Seudah is not just.
letter in the lines below to S0 on Mivtzoim we will still go,
L : . | And the Mitzvos of Purim to other people we will show.
discover one the mitzvos To hear the Mggillah we will m‘akes sure they all do,
s of Purim. H 5o that the minutes till Moshiach will be very few.
- Boruch Shneur Gordon " ;
Rey kids!
R London, England E

E-mail us a picture of you with you

il el k| elnulmliw original Purim costunme, and we will

include it in next week's

“Gonnections” |

Wordsearch by: Lieba Fischer, age 9, Augusta, Georgia
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Name: Age:

Last WeeK's Winners:
Level I: Levi Weg, age 6, Tulsa, OK & Baila Rochel Leah Goldstein, age 6, San Diego, CA
Level 2: Sheina Glazman, age 10, Riga, Latvia & Mendel Gurevitch, age 8, Gold Coast Australia
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