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PARSHAS SHEMOS ALIVE 3},

This week's parshah fells us about the slavery of the Jevusll people in Mifzrayim. But the parshah begins.
‘199298 DINAN INIWI 23 MY 1YNY’ - "These are the names of the children of Israel who came info o>4yn."

But even before they were enslaved. they had already enfered galus. When a Jew leaves Erefz Yisrael and
goes fo Mitzrayim - he is in galus. He can immediately feel the difference between Erefz Yisrael and Mifz-
rayim.

Let's take an imaginary journey with Bnei Yisrael. They had recenfly arrived in Mitzrayim. We might hear
one Jew falking fo another.

"It sure is hot here. Doesn't it ever rain? The rain would cool off the air and clear if up a bit."

"Oh no! If hardly ever rains here in Egypt."

"No rain?! Then how do the crops grow?"

"Why. from the Nile River. of course."

"The river? Do you mean we will have fo draw buckets of watfer from the river fo wafer our fields? That
will take forever!"

"Noft at all. The Nile River overflows. and streams of water gush info long irrigation ditches which sfretch
out for miles and bring water fo the fields. Everyone depends upon the river fo grow their food."

"What a difference beftween this land and Erefz Yisrael! The rain which watered our fields in Erefz Yisrael
came down from the heavens. We Jews look upwards fo HaShem for rain. Here. the people look down info a
river. They depend upon it fo make their crops grow. No wonder they worship the Nile River as a god."

Life in Mifzrayim makes people feel completfely dependent on the Nile River. They are always looking
down toward this natural force.

That is also the way people in galus offen think. Buf if is a mistake fo feel that we are fofally dependent on
nafure.

The fruth is - and this is the what we should all believe - that HaShem confrols everything. including na-
fure. When we look up fo the sky and ask HaShem for rain fo water our fields. we remember that our food
and our very lives depend upon RHim.

("Please fell me whaft the Rebbe said’., Adapfed from Likkuftei Sichos, Vol. Ul, Shmos))

My name is made up of two animals
which can be brought as a Korban.
Who am I?

Please send your answers to connections@shluchim.org
The answer to last week’s brain buster is Menashe.

“Connections” Newsletter

is a weekly publication produced b
Chinuycﬁ Yaldei Haﬁﬂuchim Y Congratulations to Mendel Katzman from The Hague, Netherlands, for solving

connections@shluchim.org the brain buster.
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Hey Kids,

Beeb — blip — bloop - beep. Hmmmm.
That’s not it. Maybe | should sprinkle it with a
pinch of this funny smelling green powder. Or
maybe | should turn the gnopfle toward the com-
bobulator. Oy, vey ... Do | have a problem. The
light switch in my office is stuck. It’s so dark in
here that | can’t even see my own glasses. 've
been trying to un-stick the light switch all morn-
ing but it won’t budge no matter what | do. |
tried tickling it. | tried talking to it. | even tried
singing a nigun to it! | have one last idea. It’s my
super-powerful, hi-tech, automatic MM Flash-
light. This flashlight is a “vonderful’ invention (as
my Alte Bubbe Baila used to say!) and it might
finally solve the problem. Let’s test it out to-
gether.

First go into a room and pull down all the
window shades. Next, close the door and turn off
the lights. Now we’re going to start by looking.
Look as hard as you can. Do you see what | seel |
can’t see a thing! It’s so dark in here that I'm trip-
ping over my own shoelaces (And | don’t even
have shoelaces. My shoes are Velcro!l] Maybe
we’ll be able to see if we take some of the dark-
ness and throw it out the window. Or maybe we
can stuff the darkness into a closet. Oh! | forgot
all about my MM Flashlight. Let me turm it on . .
WOW! It worked! | can see! It’s so light in here
that | can count the freckles on my nose.

My MM FElashlight really is “vonderful’.
As soon as | turned on my flashlight the whole
room brightened. By adding just a little bit of
light we were able to get rid of a whole lot of
darkness.

As Junior-Shluchim, each one of you is
like a flashlight. Each time you look in your sid-
dur when you daven, or listen to your parents, or
share with your younger sister, it’s like turning on
a little light. All of your little lights shine away a
lot of darkness and make the world a brighter
place that’s ready for Moshiach.

Bye-bye

Dr. Getzel

HEY K1IDS,
HERE AT CHINUCH YALDE! HASHLUCHIM WE ARE
STARTING TO wORK ON THE NEXT ISSUE OF KIDS
CONNECT. PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ARTICLES
SOON BECAUSE THE DEADLINE IS
TUESDAY ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT, JANUARY L.
THE ARTICLES WE WOULD LIKE INCLUDED ARE:
. FEATURED CHABAD HOUSE, 2. YUD SHEVAT,
3. TU- B'SHEVAT, 4. CHOF-BEIS SHEVAT,
5. COMING TO THE KINUS HASHLUCHOS,
¢, THE POWER OFf THE REBBE
7. A KIDS FUN PAGE.
E-mail:comnections@shluchim.org
Fax: (#18) 221-09€5
Mail: 16 Bastern Parkway), BRlyn, NY 11213
Please tnelude your name, age and Location of Shlichus.
ALL ehildren who subwmit an article will veceive o prize.

L Wheze Youne Suwenin Taww azour e Suuicavs

SHNeur ZaLMaN MangeL, age 8

CiNCiNNati, QHio
On the 6th day of Chanukah, my mother made a Chanu-
kah Brunch for the Hebrew School students and families.
Most of the families were not frum and didn't know a
whole lot about Yiddishkeif, When the brunch began, my
mother asked all the children what holiday it was, and
they all answered correctly: Chanukah! After a
grand dreidel game, the children were called up to the
front of our Chabad House to build a Lego menorah. To-
gether, they made a 4 foot menorah out of legos! The TV
stations and newspapers came fo our Chabad House and
fook pictures of the Menorah. Now, on the front page of a
newspaper, there is a picture of my 3-year-old brother,
Levi, lighting the Lego menorah. What a way of publicizing
the miracle of Chanukah!!

Hey kids, send us A short paragraph about your shlichus and
we will publish it iNn our future “ConnecTions”!
Please include your nName, age, and locaTion.
E-mail us a1: connections@shluchim.org

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of the Shluchim Office
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11213 - (718) 221-0500 x105 ~ cyh@shluchim.org
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Rebbetzin Shterna Soroh was born on [3% 1“v. She
was the wife of the Rebbe Rashab. They had one son
- the Frierdiker Rebbe. Her parents were Rabbi Yosef
Yitzchok, who was the son of the Tzemach Tzedek and
Rebbetzin Chana, who was the daughter of Rabbi
Yaakov Yisroel of Tcharkes, the son-in- law of the Mit-
tler Rebbe.

Rebbetzin Shterna Sarah lived through a difficult
time for the Jews. It is known that when the Frierdiker
Rebbe's family lived in Warsaw during the bombing of
World War I, she was seen near an TTF 19N,
davening that Hashem should spare the house of the
Rebbe so that, 815¥1 oA, the holy dynasty of the Alter
Rebbe should not come to an end.

(Taken from col.org.il)

Learning Rambam
The ©“an4 was the first one to write down all the
N8N that are in the Torah in an organized way, so that

Yidden could see clearly what we are and are not allowed to
do. First the 82199 wrote the NN 499, organizing the
positive and negative $NN8M and then he wrote the MIYN
9N, writing down all the B934, laws that are connected to
each ™M1 in an organized way. He started this in the year
4928 (1167) while he was living in Alexandria, Egypt.

The first ©8%“an9n 099 was in N“NYN - 1985, The
Rebbe introduced the cycle of learning the NN MIYN every
year. This project was started by the Rebbe to unite all Yid-
den, and for the benefit of studying all the 82397 of all the
YN, as compi/ed by the @%“an9. The Rebbe wanted all
Yidden to learn %2194 every day, either 3 49 of MYN
AN, or 1 P99, or even the INSNN 999 of the day. The
o“an9 is ctcce/afed by ALL Yidden, as it says on his
Matzevah, which is engraved with the words ‘From Moshe
(Rabeinu) to Moshe (the @%“an4) there arose none like

Moshe." INYNS 0P KXY NUN 1Y NYNN

\

SHA FXPERT!

In this week's 7w -new nwas, nYIo decreed that every Jewish boy should be thrown into
the Nile River. nymp made this decree because he realized that the number of -8 %12 was
growing very fast. and 197D and his advisers were worried that 2-8 1w 212 would get together with
his enemies and destroy oo13n . He hoped that if he threw the baby boys into the Nile river, this

wouldn’t happen.

Amram, who was the father of Aaron and Miriam, was the leader of the Jewish people during
this time. Amram decided that the Vidden shouldn’t have any more children and so he divorced his

wife, Yocheved. All the >“12 did the same thing.

Then Miriam spoke up. She was only five years old at the time, and she knew that her father

was a special man and the leader of the nation, she bravely said: "Your decree is worse than oiyan!
7y only decreed that the boys should die, but your decree is against the boys and the girls. 7y
wants to kill their body—n33, but their nw: will live on in Xam 29w, Your decree stops nww: from
even being brought into this world! 7y is an evil man, so his decree may or may not work out. But
you are a 73 and your decree will work out."

Amram realized that his little daughter's words were true. He immediately remarried
Vocheved, and all the Vidden did the same.

Then what happened? mwn» was born and as soon as his mother placed him in the viver, ©'y72
astrologers said, "Their leader has already been thrown into the water." The decree to drown all
baby boys was stopped. And this little 7wn» grew up to be 1021 wn and took the Vidden out of
Q%axn,

Miriam's behavior can be a shining example for us. She teaches us the power of children. Every

Jewish child can accomplish much more than we might imagine!
(From the L Chainm Weekly)

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of the Shluchim Office
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11213 - (718) 221-0500 x105 ~ cyh@shluchim.org




no of the o“ans

Moshe was dreaming again. He stood next to his father and brother by the castern wall of the Shul. This was a place of
honor, for Moshe's father was the Chief Rabbi of Cordova, just as his father and grandfather had been. But Moshe was not
davenning. His eyes wandered.

A sharp tap on his shoulder made him look up guiltily. His father looked at him with a sterm gaze, full of disappointment
and sadmness. Moshe knew it was because he, the eldest son, could not learn Torah.

Every day his father would give away precious hours to learn with him. But at the end of the lesson, he would just sigh
and shake his head. Yesterday it had happencd again. Moshe had been sent away from his lesson. His evies stinging with
ushed tears, he made his way to the kitchen where Batsheva, their housckeeper, was frying cakes in hot oil.

"Did it not go well today?" she asked gently. "Not everyone is cut out to be a Talmud Chacham. Maybe vou take after
yvour mother's side of the family.”

"You mean my mother's father, the butcher?” Moshe asked.

"Ves, but that's nothing to be ashamed of. Your grandfather was a kind, honest, and G-d-fearing man, as generous as
the day is long. Little wonder Hashem sent him such an honorable son-in-law as our father.”

The congregation was already rising for Shemonch Esrch. Quickly Moshe turmed the pages, wondering if his father had
caught him daypreaming again. Moshe bent his head in tefillah--and came to the words "Grant us wisdom, understanding,
and knowledge..."

The words seemed to spring at him from the page. Perhaps Hashem would grant him wisdom and umbderstanding so that
he would remember every word, and his father would be proud of him. Moshe resolved to try. During the lesson that morm-
ing Moshe concentrated on his father's words, "And Hashem said, 'Let there be light, and there was light."" Light. Through
the open window, Moshe saw his familiar world. The fountain glistened in the sum, palm and myrtle trees swayed over the
patio.

"Moshe!" his father's voice cracked like a whip. "If jou don't umderstand, at least you could look at the holy letters! Can't
you follow where 1'm pointing?” Moshe shook his head miserably, "I can't.”

"You can't because you don't try! Enough! Get out of my sight.”

For a moment Moshe could not move. His father's words pierced his heart like a spear. Then he ran. To the very outskirts
of the tovwn he ran. He threw himself into the cold, clear water of the river there, reaching with strong strokes into the sooth-
ing waves. Then, exhausted, he dropped onto the river bank and dozed off. When he awoke, it was night.

Where should he g0 now? His father had driven him away. Moshe found himself wandering toward the Shul. n the
shadowy depth of the Aron, the Torah scrolls glistencd in their silver mantels. Suddenly the cold, hard knot inside his chest
loosened, and his evies filled with tears. "Please Hashem!" he whispered. "Give me wisdom! Open my brain and let me umbder-
stand Your holy Torah so my father can be proud of me! Please, teach me Your Torah!”

One by one he kissed the glowing scrolls, and carefully closed the doors of the Aron. Then as a fecling of peace flowed over
him, he recited the Shema, curled up on a bench and slept.

Dawn poured through the Shul window. Had he really slept the whole night in the Shul2 Moshe murmured Modeh Ani,
thanking Hashem for returming his Neshama. Then, he realized what he had to Do next. He would travel to the Yeshiva in
Alisena and learn Torah from his father's teacher--the great Rabbi Yosef Tbn Migash. He would study until he could return
home and make his father proud.

Moshe washed his hands, said the morning praviers with fecling, and hurricd to the marketplace. The large square was
filled with farmers unloading their wagons. "Sir, can you tell me which way is Alisena?” Moshe asked.

The farmer smiled. "That's just where 1'm headed, son. You must be going to Yeshiva, little scholar that ou are! Hop into
my wagon.”

The sun had already set when they finally reached Alisena. Inside the Yeshiva rows of men and boys were learning.
"What 50 you want, boy2" said a tall jouth smiling down at Moshe. "1, 1 came to learn Torah with Rabbi Yosef Tbn Mi-
sash,” he stammered at last. "Come back when you are bar mitzvah. Now your mother must be looking for you." Suddenly
a kind voice said, "Bring the boy to me. What is jour name, son?”

"I am Moshe, son of Rabbi Maimon from Cordova.”

"Ah, my student from Cordoval Your father sent viou to learn here?” But the true story came out. When Moshe finished,
he felt the lips of the tzaddik on his forchead. "May Hashem bless vjou, my son!” Moshe felt a great weight had been lifted
from him, and that something deep and go0d inside of him was opening up. Years later he would say that at this very mo-
ment, the wells of Torah wisdom were revealed within him.

‘The Rambam’” by Rochel Yafte, Hachai Publishing .

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHY I CALL MY FLASHLIGHT THE MM FLASH-
LIGHT: DO YOU REALLY, REALLY, REALLY WANT TO KNOW#? WELL, I'M
NOT GOING TO TELL YOLUI! | WANT YOU TO TRY TO FIGURE IT OUT AND
E-MAIL ME YOLIR ANSWERS TO CONNECTIONS@S$SHLLICHIM.ORG .
P.$. I'LL GIVE YOU A HINT. IT DOESN'T STAND FOR MESHUGANEH
MEATBALLS.

A project of CHINUCH YALDEI HASHLUCHIM a division of the Shluchim Office
816 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11213 - (718) 221-0500 x105 ~ cyh@shluchim.org
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- Level 1: Ages 5-7
Kids! Fill out the answers to the questions below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221— 0985 no later than

& Wednesday, January Sth, nav 7%5. We will 7“8 be making a raffle from the correct answers and mailing prizes to the winners!
/4

@”élmtﬁ 7 %
o 1. What does o stand for?
27 2. When is the o‘oann birthday?

Z 3. Where was the o“ann born?

Z
- 5. Which city in %-x7w» yox is the o“amn buried?
/4
Z

/4

4. Name 2 Sefarim that the o“ann wrote. A: B:

6. What famous quote is written on the o‘o“ann Matzeivah?

/4
CRISS CROSS PUZZRE |
/4 z 5
Z g |
Y/ 5
Z 8 »
///// T
«!| LT [ T[T [ L[] ’ * »
- V4
Vg
Vi

& Clues: (the words are written with the English alphabet) m

1. TheRambam’s son's hame V4
. |2 Gefarim of the Dinim of all the Mitzvos organized ACross Y/
a | 3. City where the Rambam was born ¢. The month the Rambam was born in »
& | 5-Roshei Teivos of Rabeinu Moshe Ben Maimon 7. The Rambam’s father's hame »
& | 6. The Rambam’s brother's hatme 8. BOOK Of mitzvos »
Z | 7. The Rambam’s first hame 9. The City where the Rambam is buried b
7 | 10. Country where he was a Doctor
» V4

&

& Name: Age:

: . .
7/ Address:
L City: State: Zip: Z
» Phone: e-mail: »

i/
/4
i/
{///

/4
Z

//[I

Vi Congratulations to Moshe Piekar. age 7 from Hamde ki?’ for winning last week!

Vi
Vi
Vi
y

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
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- Level 2: Ages 8-12
& Kids! Fill out the answers to the questions below, and fax it to the Shluchim Office at (718) 221— 0985 no later than Wednes-
/4 day, January 5th, nav 7°0. We will 71“°8 be making a raffle from the correct answers and mailing prizes to the winners!

/4
/g
/g

How many years did it take the o“am to write the Mishneh Torah?

» What is the name of the o‘nann son?

» Which country did the o“ann write a special letter to, to guide the Jews with their
» problems?
5. How many mwy mxn (positive) are there? How many nwyn 8% mxn
w (Negative) are there?
» 6. What is the 12th of the Rambam’s mnx 7Py 3> (13 principles of faith)? (in Hebrew - hint:
w it's a famous song!)

&
2 7. What is the last 190 that the o wrote?

HwN=

How old was the o“ann when he and his family had to run away from Cordova? %

& |[REHPOSOLIHPRMIMSORTD
Y |stccapmoSHAELOKOOEOO WORD-SEARCET
MKEMNOSHEMZMOBAVUTFRC . . )
W/ NEVUCHIMBRRGXAGZZXERAT Fmdan.the,couowmgwordsandonthe!mesbe- »
Z |IMoYNIJSAGJIXVVDGTUSHDO low, Write out the |eftover |etters starting from »
Y/ DBHSLWMIVYUIJBQLTIGDBZR thetopleft.(You wontnheed all the letters left »
Q |PEXECENVGEMCOJEOAMNUOVL j)theword-search, just from the first few lines)
OCRPGVNNGZTPVLEKAPAZXTH Vi
W |INSVSYOOAEYUWEDOHPYYN
W |zpPoBAIMDCDIXHPWRALPE &
» MOREHQIEUOABRJIZIHEKMEK LALEXANDRIA EGYPT /4
VXZCHAADEKNHEKYBHYADTLM
7 |S HMDWWMYDNOEKQOFOUJGVX CORDOVA SPAIN 4
$[vvvsreErkrsoaANENEXFBTR MOSHE MAIMON &
YDEBGKIOJVIHWIOQUUJZSR SEFER HAMITZVOS 7
€ | LNWFGAGIOWRGRAHNXZTL MISHNE TORAH »
W |[MHEHTTSHXDBXEYZPHEJXXH
$»[EEsoMKRAGGVUMSGREYFW MOREH NEVUCHIM &
BozczobpkoETPzDFrUOGZDEH DOCTOR PHILOSOPHER Vi
Z |UMNRCEGZHZZTUETIAOQZATD TIVERIA RAMBAM »
- Y4
Y/ - Y -
Y/ - - b
Name' Age: Wi
» - ge:
Address: /4
& City: State: Zip: -
Z/ Phone: e-mail:

V4
& Congratulations to Levi Marinovsky, age 12 from Houston, Jexas for winning last week! »

/4

Gooc Luck!

/g
) 4

Vi
/4
/4
/4
D
Vi
Vi
Vi
y
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