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“Connections” Newsletter  

is a weekly publication produced by 
Chinuch Yaldei Hashluchim 
connections@shluchim.org 
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QUESTION: Parshas Mikeitz is always read during Chanukah. What connection does the parshah have to 
Chanukah? 

 
ANSWER: The following are some of the hints to Chanukah in this parshah: 
1) According to halacha, the Menorah is placed on the left side of the doorpost, opposite the mezuzah, which is on 
the right. In the pasuk "��������	��
��," the word "�����" is a roshei teivos for ������������	���
���	���	�� " 
(on the left kindle the candles, on the right place the mezuzah). 
 2) In ����
����, the word "�" - "hand" - is mentioned five times: "You delivered the mighty into the handhandhandhand of 
the weak, the many into the handhandhandhand of the few, the impure into the handhandhandhand of the pure, the wicked into the handhandhandhand of 
the righteous, and wanton sinners into the handhandhandhand of those who occupy themselves with Your Torah." A hint for this 
may be found in the pasuk, "Binyamin's portion was five hands (times) as much as theirs" (43:34). 
 3) Throughout the Torah, at the end of every 
���, the number of ������ in the 
��� is written.  At the end of 
Parshat Mikeitz, besides the number of pesukim, we are also told that the 
��� contains 2,025 words. Why is it 
necessary to know the amount of words?   Parshas Mikeitz is usually read during the week of Chanukah. The 
2,025 words in the parshah can serve as a hint for the Yom Tov of Chanukah. During Chanukah we light candles 
for eight nights. The mitzvah can be fulfilled with only one candle each night for the entire household.  In Hebrew 
a word for candle is "��" which has the numerical value of 250. Eight times 250 equals 2,000. The event of 
lighting candles starts on the 25th day in the month of Kislev. Thus, 2,025 alludes to the 25th of Kislev and 
eight candles. 

(EXCERPTED FROM VEDIBARTA BAM) 
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A Chanukah Story 
  It was the first night of Chanukah. Rabbi Baruch of Mezibuz, the son of the Baal Shem Tov, stood with a group of his Chasidim. 
With great concentration, he said the brocha over lighting the Chanukah Menorah and lit the first candle.  The Chanukah candle was 
burning steadily when Rabbi Baruch and his Chasidim sat down around the menorah to sing Chanukah songs. Suddenly, the flame began 
to shake and leap. It seemed to dance around in irritation. And then, the flame just disappeared. The candle didn't go out; no smoke arose. 
It was as if the flame flew away to another place.        
 The Rebbe's assistant stood up to relight the Chanukah candles. But the Rebbe stopped him. "The Chanukah flame will return 
to us," he told his surprised Chasidim. "It has gone on an important mission," said the Rebbe quietly, mysteriously.  Rabbi Baruch in-
structed his Chassidim to continue singing and discussing Torah thoughts. Close to midnight, a cry startled everyone. The Chasid who 
was sitting next to the menorah called out, "Rebbe, the flame has returned!"  Within moments, the group heard the faint sounds of a wagon. 
One of the Rebbe's Chassidim entered the house. His clothes were torn, his hair messy, it was obviously painful for him to walk. But in 
direct contrast to his appearance, his eyes shone with happiness. 
       "Just a few days ago, I left my house to come to our holy Rebbe for the Chanukah celebration," began the Chasid. "This is not the 
first time I have come to the Rebbe, and I know the way well from my many journeys. But this time, my traveling was very slow. I became 
worried that I would not arrive in time so I decided to travel day and night and eventually I would reach Mezibuz.  This was a foolish 
thing to do. But I realized that too late. Last night, a gang of robbers stopped me. They were overjoyed to find me. They were certain that 
if I was traveling at night I must be a very successful merchant who had important business to attend to which could not wait. They in-
sisted that I give them all of my money. 
       "They would not believe me when I told them I only had the few coins which were in my bag. They cross-examined me and tortured me 
so that I would reveal where the rest of my money was. I, of course, had nothing to tell them.  After many hours of torture they sent me to a 
dark cellar. When their leader came to me, I tried to explain to him the great joy that one experiences when with the Rebbe and how im-
portant it had been to me to be with the Rebbe for Chanukah. It would seem that my words entered his heart or, perhaps, after he saw that 
all the tortures were futile, he began to believe me. Whatever the case, he told me: 
 “ ‘I see that you are a person who believes in G-d and longs for his Rabbi. Go on your way. But be advised that the path through 
this forest is very dangerous. It is filled with wild beasts. Even we do not travel through it alone.  If you succeed in making it through the 
forest, take your handkerchief and throw it in the ditch on the side of the road just after the signpost for the city. I will send a messenger 
tomorrow to see if it is there. In this way I will know that you have reached your destination. And, if you have, I promise you that I will 
leave my band of robbers and change my ways.'  I became frightened again But what choice did I have? When I thought of lighting the 
Chanukah candles with the Rebbe, though, I was strengthened. I gathered my horse and wagon and continued my journey through the 
pitch-black forest. 
        "Not long after I began traveling, I saw ahead of me a pack of wild wolves. My horse refused to go any further. Suddenly, a tiny 
flame appeared in front of my horse and began leaping about. The flame went forward and the horse advanced. The rest of the way, the 
animals on all sides ran from before us as if the flame drove them away.  This flame was with me until I arrived here. I threw my handker-
chief in the ditch, and who knows? Maybe in the merit of this Chanukah candle, the band of criminals will return to a better path.”  The 
Chasid finished his story. And so the group of Chasidim understood to where their Rebbe's Chanukah flame had mysteriously disap-
peared.                                                                                

     (L’Chaim Weekly) 
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